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Human Rights and Values in Education

Dr. Dipen Saikin*

[Human rights education has a fundamental role to play to ensure the full realization of all

human rights. Human rights education equips learners wiy), knowledge of humarn rights and the
mechanisms that protect them and instills values and attitudes that u}rlmld human rights. [t
empowers people to become active participants in their communities. taking action for the
realization of their rights and the rights of others. Thus, human rights education contributes to
social transformation towards rights-respecting societies. sustainable participative democracy

and social justice.]

Il components and processes of education
must reflect human rights values and
rinciples. This includes not only the
curricula, but also extracurricular activities,
educational processes and teaching
methodologies. school policies, school
governance structures and practices,
opportunities for participation, and the
environment within which education takes place.
Human rights education must be learned through
experience, through being exposed to human
rights in practice. This means that the how and
where human rights education is taking place (the
context and methodology) must also reflect human
rights values.

In contemporary education, the deterioration of
value in day-to-day life has been a matter of great
concern to educationalists all over the world.
Generally, in teacher education the values are
viewed as socially approved goals and desires,
those are internalized through the process of
conditioning, learning or socialization and
become subjective preferences, standards and
aspirations. They are classified as physical
mental, emotional, economic, aesthetic, moral,
religious cultural and spiritual. Conceptually,
‘Values’ refers to those guiding principles of life
which are conducive to one’s physical and
mental health well as to social welfare and
adjustment and which are in tune with one’s
culture and environment.

* Associate Prof., Dept. of Political Science, Moridhal
Collage, Moridhal.
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Categories of Values

Psychologists have categorized the values in
terms of domain of behaviour to which they refer.
Allport, Vernon and Lindzey (1951) have
classified values based on Spranger’s (1928)
“Types of man” this includes theoretical,
economic, aesthetic, social, political and
religious aspects of human life.

The word ‘value’ is being used in secured
contexts e.g. moral, aesthetic, spirited, economic
and Social values etc., with various shade of
meaning Zavalloni (1980) considered *Values’
as orientations towards what is considered to
be desirable or preferable by social factors.

Value education programmes are needed in all
types of educational institutions. These may focus
on life experiences related with the immediate
environment leading to moral judgement. The
sources of content at School level may be folk-
tales, stories, poems and parables. Besides.
biographies of great men may also be useful
source for inculcating proper values. In addition
to these music, drama and other co-curricular
activities may also provide the messages more
aptly. It is worth-mentioning that an effective
programme of value education must have values,
which are universally accepted. These may
include love for truth, righteousness, peace, love
and non-violence. The eternal value of truth will
lead to quest for knowledge and result in right
conduct to fellow beings as well as to the
environment.
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Ambedkar and Social Justice (New Delhi:
Publication Division), 1992, page 68.

. D. R. Jatava, (1998), Social Justice in India,

distribution of ownership, con.trt?l, and the
benefits of wealth.” Democracy 18 n.uc.rrcl:.ucd
with rights to equality and non-dlscnmlnat.l(;:]. 5
especially for marginalized groups cspccially S _ ! 70,
SCI:})lCdU]E):j Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Dr, INA Shree Publishers, Jaipur, p
Ambedkar’s dream of democracy 1sa meansto 3 [hid, pp. 1216-17.

attain social justice and human rights. It is never _ - dkar Life
late; let us stjrive (o fulfill the dream of Dr. B.R, 4 Dnnzu[}ﬂ KCL;I (]()9()’),’lk)'r- l::l??\;umbai p.
Ambedkar on the concept of democracy Which ;]KSI Mission, Popular Prakashan, ’

will certainly help in providing _sociaﬁ justice to N
Dalits in particular and masses in general. 5. Dr. Babasaheh Ambedkar: Writings and
Speeches, Vol. 13, 1994, p. 1216

Notes

1. Yogendra Makwana, “Ambedkar-. A
crusader,” in Yogendra Makwana, editor,

®

Human Rights violations by Police

Dr. Dipen Saikia*

[The concept of dignity and equality of human beings as enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights on 10" h December, 1948 was not new to the Indian people!. A very large proportion
of the complaints received in the National Human Rights Commission relate to allegations of
violations of human rights by police personnel. In the last three years, more than one lakh complaints
received in the Commission pertained to allegations of various kinds of violations of human
rights by the police. Majority of these complaints related to failure to take lawful action, abuse of
power, false implication, and illegal detentions of accused, suspects and their relatives. The
trauma faced by the person, especially the one who has been lifted just on suspicion or because
he happens to be related to someone wanted by the police, leaves a long-lasting impact on the
personality of the victim, nay the character of our society. Thus, it negates all talk of good
policing in the context of growing aspirations of society for policing at par with the rest of
world.] ' '

e role of police officers is very crucial

I to protect the human rights of all the people.

It has to be understood that a misplaced
protective approach, towards the acts of omission
and commission by their subordinates, breeds
an attitude of impunity, which is very harmful in
the long run. They need to ensure that their
subordinates work with the spirit to promote rule
of law which alone can serve as a guarantee
against violations of human rights, Policing is

obligations under international law to protect the
Human Rights of people within the jurisdiction
of states they govern.2

Guaranteeing the basic human rights of the police
and basic amenities of the service is the best
way to motivate them to discharge the herculean
task. Human Rights are those rights which are
inherent in human existence and belong to all
human beings, irrespective of gender, race, caste,
ethnicity, religion etc. The expression “Human

one of the means by and through which
Governments either meet, or fail to meet, their

* Associate Prof., Dept. of Pol. Sc., Moridhal College,
Moridhal, Assam.
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Rights” has not been specifically defined in any
declaration or covenant of the United Nations.
Human Rights are generally defined as ‘those
rights which are inherent in our nature and without
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Globalisation and Rights of Women

Dr. Dipen Saikia*
[The paper proposes to discuss the links between globalisation and the gendered dimensions o f
Human Rights. It also gives an overview of what the forces of globalisation have in store for
women in India and proposes several policy recommendations for facilitating the empowerment

of women.]

ver the centuries and from ditferent
O places, including the women’s movement
itself, there have been voices which
identify “woman’ as factor that can turn the tide.
Mao Zedong quotes that women hold up half the
sky. Gandhi felt that women held the key to a just
and peaceful world and gave them a moral stature
higher than that of men. But despite these claims
women worldwide have not been able to become
that political presence that can command attention
to its ideas.

International Woman’s Day, marked on 8th March
every year is a major day of global celebration
of economic, political and social achievements
of women. Human Rights belong to women too
by virtue of their being human encompassing
political, civil, economic, social and cultural
rights and freedoms. Article 14 of the Constitution
of India says that no person will be denied
equality before the law. Article 42 states that
women should be provided just and human work
atmosphere and maternity relief. But much to their
surprise women are not even aware that they have
any rights in a man’s world.

In the 1970s when the concept of Women
Empowerment was first invoked by women’s
organizations, it was explicitly used to frame and
facilitate the struggle for social justice and
women’s equality through transformation of
economic, social and political structures at the
national and international levels. In addition, it
recognised the importance of women’s agency
and self-transformation.

* Associate Prof., Dept. of Pol. Sc., Moridhal College,
Moridhal, Assam.
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During the UN’s Decade for Women (1 97_6‘85)
women’s groups from across 1nternqt10nal
boundaries came together to discuss the impact
of development on women in devc19p1ng
countries. Feminism is the main foundation of
these goals which essentially wantec'l to _address
and resolve the pressing issue of domination over
the lives of women around the world.

Globalisation has created a tremendous impact
on the lives of women in developing nations. But
it is a double-edged process as far as women
are concerned. On the one hand, majority of
women in India and other developing countries
find themselves stripped off the benefits of social
security. On the other hand, there are possibilities
of better education facilitics and opportunities
at the ‘transnational level which are very
attractive. It is however necessary to understand
that effective development process acts as agents
of change as well as beneficiaries. In the
globalisation process, it is only through full
understanding of the plight of women, that the
government can prepare proper strategies to
empower women and bring them into the
mainstream developmental process.

Globalisation is a phenomenon that is greatly
affecting society at large. It is, in fact, a
combination of the free exchange of goods,
services and capital. The term has been used as
early as 1944 and Theodore Levitt used it for
the first time in an economic context. But now it
has become an umbrella term referring to a
variety of industrial, informational, trade, social,
techpological, cultural and political inter-
relationships. It has led to increasing integration
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Evaluating Higher Education in India

Dipen Saikia*

[The higher education system in India has grown

in a remarkable way, particularly in the post-

independence period, 1o become one of the largest systems of its kind in the world. In a heavily science-
based and technology-driven economy, it is the role of the higher education institutions and universities
10 provide for problem identification and problem solution through education combined with research.
In India; however, many critics of the universities consider them to be institutions of learning and
research separated from the main objective of meeting the economic and social needs of the people. The
situation as a whole warrants radical changes in the public policy pertaining to the social sectors, rural
economy, rural education, and higher professional education of the weaker sections both in the rural
and urban sectors. Honest endeavours are required to develop and apply the public-private parnership

(PPP) concept with new vigor.]

ndia is passing through a transformational stage
I\gvhere atraditional society is going to be replaced
y amodern one and a developing nation is to

be emerged as a developed and advanced nation,
but here we should keep the fact in mind that “our
progress as a nzion can be no swifter than our
progress in education”, Undoubtedly, India

* Associate Prof,, Dept. of Pol. Sc., Moridhal College,
Moridhal, Assam.
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possesses a highly developed higher education
system which offers facility of education and training
in almost all aspects of human creative and

intellectual endeavours: arts and humanities; natural,

mathematical and social sciences, engineering;
medicine; dentistry; agriculture; education; law;
commerce and management; music and performing
arts; national and foreign languages; culture;
communications etc., but it has been deteriorating
onabsolute as well as relative terms.

THIRD CONCEPT, JANUARY 2020

Scanned with CamScanner



ISSN 0970-7247

English Monthly
Annual Subscription Rs. 200

Vol. 33 No. 388 JUNE 2019 Rs. 20.00
& Indo-US Strategic Partnership
< Media Ethics
< India as Global Power
& Civil-Military Relations
< Social Science Research in India
< Agricultural Credit

Scanned with CamScanner



Scanned with CamScanner



